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Abstract: [ Aim]In honeybee colonies, both drones and queens have fully developed gonads, but they
do not reach sexual maturity at the same time. The aim of this study is to explore the gene expression
difference of gonads between drones and queens of the Asian honey bee, Apis cerana cerana. [ Methods])
[llumina sequencing technology was used to analyze the differentially expressed genes ( DEGs) in the
transcriptome between testis of drone and ovary of queen of A. cerana cerana. [ Results]We identified
5 312 DEGs between testis and ovary of A. cerana cerana, among which 2 668 and 2 644 genes were up-
regulated in testis and ovary, respectively. We also identified 11 candidate genes related to sex
determination, spermatogenesis and oogenesis. These DEGs could be classified into 1 458 GO functional
classes and 132 KEGG pathways with four GO entries and two KEGG pathways significantly enriched.
[ Conclusion ] These results provide valuable gene expression information for the study of the molecular
mechanism of reproduction in A. cerana cerana.
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Hh kg g Apis cerana cerana ( fFFR %) B AR TT
2ol o3 Apis cerana RUFE 2 R, T B eI IE S R
R TR U B KA 1 1 b ™ DR A5 5 T
B ERIEE R K, 2020) , 8B Bk FR E E R
BN, JTSCAE A O 5T T B AN B BT 5 TR
A, B RS 2 707K bR I A e K
BULBE, iR M A H e | T EIEZE N, AT
AP 31 R e — T R R 1 B XSRS 2 P o o
RAZHE IR B WK A BB AR MEVE 2 i S2 KRG B0 & &
MR 45K (Beye et al., 2003) , FE— P WEHE,
B F ORI RR A 2 B o e A B R (R e AT ny v
G AR ANR) 20, 3 FAEPIAL— 8 5 iR B K
I I U R 24 12 d A R A B M L (B AR
¥, 2017)

S W P P D31 LA AN T, 3 R P i
SEFER AL . TR M S B csd—fem—dsx
XA F b Kt 2 i) ( Wilkins , 1995 ; Hasselmann
et al., 2008, 2010) , TEXDYIKM AL FE D, esd &
PAT fem HEATHER? SV BT 42 W 1R {5 5 ( Hasselmann
et al., 2008, 2010) , ZJ5 fem XM dsx HIMERF
SRR, MR AEB I dsx SR P sE Gk
o7 H B ST B S R R kPR 22 — ( Wiilkins, 1995)
X G S 7 T it 5 DR A N o R R TR
PER A IRAE | R S BOME MR S R A

AR E T C 20 S W M ] K 11 2 A
TR 28 W A 0 Sl AV IR B AR
W, A AT i W M P O3 AL RNE - R A 1 43 1L
il o ASWFIEXS R I 11 B SLRIRG ST TSR
DA AT o FRATAAS RAB 7R 17 R R e i ) i
k225 AUFoE S5 RA B T B rhAe 2 e bE
S PRE R 23T BILR 5 oAk i BF 58 32 AT
INIEEE SES PRSP ) S

1 M5

1.1 #iXEER R

ARG T L 14 ST 6 e T Ry 7T V6 48 SR 0T 5 1T
FRI AR B W T | PRI AR 1) Hh A
MR SR FRRMERI N T8 £ 5 8 (B 80K, 2009) 1%
H R T 1R T S LBk MR A E
e R AL L TR b 5 0 T 8 R B, B
By 12 d BF AT SRR B 2 Sk 0 T A O S0 S — R
fi, BERERAE—AVRER  MOREE 2 MEYEER . R
FHTRVRR (A e e 5 0 T o ol 76— ik 15 %) Al e 5

HPEEE 12 h ZJE MO T IR M S SRR
ARARE ARSI R T . SRHEE P B3 Ja EA T AR
i, FRA RSB rh it — L1 B MERE 1 B 12 d
P HEATSRAE 45 10 Sk b 90K BEAE S — A RE i R
FAE— e HERAE 2 DAY i ORI A
SRR N e e AR e T VR 0 i AR AT e BB e
BAENG SF b M T DI B e SR A e O RS B8R B SR AR i ]
ARG HTE 1.5 mL EP & A TFIRAT .
1.2 cDNA XEREZENF

P IRARUE R 712523 SIS IR 1.1 745 B0 S AN B
SEAE AR RNA,XF RNA JBE R TAS I, DA R A5
FSISFEATE HAES AT e A e . RSB0
&k RNA K 45 5 GA% J5 , AT SCPER At F- 8458
VRV #E hy. HIA A Oligo (dT) 9 % Bk & 48 FF &
mRNA ; I A Fragmentation Buffer BE#LF] Wt mRNA
B FHSBRAEFENLE |9 ( random hexamers ) & i cDNA
1 &%, SR )5 N A B Buffer, dNTPs, RNase H #l
DNA AT 1A 8L cDNA 55 2 5, [l k25 i | il
it AMPure XP Beads Zli{t ¢DNA; XI £l fk i3 5 /9
cDNA AT AR 5 I poly (A ) J& 3% 425 I ¥ 4%
3k 9RJ5 i AMPure XP Beads #E7 Fr BER/INE 5 5 B
Jrilid PCR 98 & 4453 ¢DNA SCJ%E, A Hlumina
1o 38 - 5 % cDNA SO P
1.3 NEFEHESSEEERALLS

HIH FastQC AR BAE AT 3 B i 18 , 5 BR 7
A HSk B 12 BRI BT i Y 32 B (LG £ BR N Y L 9]
KT 10% 03B BERBURE Q<10 AYBIEEL 5 3%
SRIEBL 50% DL ERYBEBL) | i 20 e A5 3 v T i
Mg )5 8048 . [lumina HiSeq f}ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ( quality
score BY, Q-score ) [ 1153 H 8 Phred §8(3& T & {H
N (Ewing et al., 1998) :Q-score = — 10 x log,, P, P
LR R RO

FI ] TopHat2 (Kim et al., 2013) A 3R 151
P UR S 1 B i A8 5 0 J R I B R 4 ) 8 (fp )/
ftp. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/genomes/ genbank/invertebrate/
Apis _ cerana/latest _ assembly _ versions/GCA _
011100585. 1 _ASM1110058v1) #47 J5 31 H %t , 3K HX
IR IE BB  H A AEL H E E AR R LA
SR R Y SRS L
1.4 ERERIEKFHERRENL

i Cufflinks {49 Cuffquant F1 Cuffnorm 24
il DR E AR E R A R R X sk
A HEE DY 2 3k K OF 3E AT E B, SR FPKM

(fragments per kilobase of transcript per million
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fragments mapped ) 1y i 125 % s A Bl L R e 3k 7K
BI4EFE (Florea et al., 2013)
1.5 RBEMPEZERREZERNITIE

K DESeq #E47FE i 41 8] 1) 22 S R 35 HE K 41
#r( Anders and Huber, 2010) , VIAHXT 755 =2
H FDR <0. 05 1E N b, TEdEAT 28 57 838400
Mrak 2 H, 2R F Benjamini-Hochberg 4% 1F J7 35 X} Jit
AR S5 2 1Y B EPE P A (P-value) FATRCIE,
TIPSR FDR AR 22 57 3% 8 B R i 32 114 OC s 4
PR (Westfall, 2008 ) . Kf BT 47 14 22 57 32 3 2 [ B Sff
) GO B rh AT GO WA T, IFE KEGG £
P2 b AT T B AR AT

2 4R

2.1 rEEMIPEFERANF

ARG L F] 75 304 191 &0 Fifr ik ,18.95
Gb Wy U8 5 Bl , & A r 9 B2 K EA T
4 478 945 552 ~ 4 893 890 242 bp X [a], ¥ ik %
4.47 GbLL L, GC & HTE 39.25% ~40.07% Z|H],
JETIER VLI (£ 1), Q30 % [ 7 LA/ T
94. 37% ,F W T B B U MERR BE AR = . A
BN SL RN PN T O, B i X 312525 B [
ZHME—7 B AR BEE T 32 601 194 ~35 445 368 2
], HE AT HE AT 88.38% ~91. 60% Z ], SEE
AR T FAZ 2= NCBI 30 84k e vh , i Ia) 5k
SRR15276363 — SRR15276366
2.2 AEYFESHEXMEITMH

B Bz IR b AH 5% &R B (Pearson’ s correlation
coefficient) r 1 A A= ¥ 2% T 52 HH 5& 4 09 PEAL 8 A
(Schulze et al., 2012) , r* #H%IE 1, LA E R
FE R PR R o X [l — 25 AR B B — X R A
FE it 1 35 (R 58 B ANORE G PR AR & 1 s b g
FOPE Y 2 AN AR W2 i S ot B R A 2 (]

AT SN LY 2 ARl A= )2 E S AR 22 8] 1Y
P BRI R T 0. 82, 11 B £ AIAE B8] 2 BN T
0. 35, UaHH 7 I CHE 1) = 5 AR AT

Xof 7 1 H 1Y 22 5 28 Bk PR UZ IR 2 43 W ([
2) , RYNGRAOPE 2 N EY 2 EE IR S T
— 2, KRG S R ) DU R o0, R AR 5 i
FEsh A W) SRR HFEA P A 3
2.3 BEMNEZEERREIER

FENG SLAIOP BL 2 [ AL M Y 5 312 e R KA
FEPN FCPoR L R IR RIS LA 2 668 A, Bl AL 1
FIREENA 2 644 >, TEXG S b RS EUR R 2
[KJ& hypothetical protein APICC _07601 ( GenBank %
S5 2 108003596) , 78 BF EE rp b A% R R Y 55 A
J&  myb-like protein () ( GenBank % ¢ ‘5.
108001861 ) , ik 4L 2% 5 R FL A Hh |3 3t 73 B 4%
T 11 A M e e BORS B0 1 & AR R S S A
(F£2), Hba4h2 M2 5 oEHH 6 1
S ARG HE A, L K 3 A2 58 T2 i)
FEH 250 P 1 3 R 43 51 J& 1ra2 ( GenBank
B 5. 107997763 ) 5 dsx ( GenBank % 3 5.
108001352) , HH? tra2 1E N HErh RN T &, 111 ) —
AP E A IS dsx TERG R R H
550078 1M O Y R R A B v 2 1 D 32 R R TR
(VgR) ( GenBank % 5 5. 107994670 ), Squid
(GenBank %3¢ 5. 107993185) , Vasa ( GenBank %
SE5 . 108004301 ) , Argonaute-3 ( GenBank % 5% 5.
108004055 ), Aubergine ( GenBank % % 5.
108000695 ) il exuperantia ( exu) ( GenBank & 5% 5 .
108003169) , EA I TEIN bRk FiH, S FIE
HAH G B9 FE R 4035 decapentaplegic ( Dpp ) ( GenBank
BT 108000002 ) , hedgehog (hh) ( GenBank %%
Sk 5. 108003950 ) 1 Wni6 ( GenBank & 5% 5.
107993075) , EATI¥ITERS S rh 255 L,

R 1 cheL RS SO LA A I SR G

Table 1 Summary of the transcriptome sequencing data of the testis and ovary of Apis cerana cerana

£ ik Rk BRI X1 HXT I (%
zrl::des Total rl;:vﬁrleads Ciaflijfs flcjjja hﬁ?—i{ >Q30(% ) 6C(%) UniqMap[fiz reads Uniqu\/lapjefi I‘Elt)i()
YR GE-1 Ovary-1 19 417 520 19 122 353 4 812 556 080 94.61 39.47 34 313 925 89.72
GHEL-2 Ovary-2 19 185 666 18 943 765 4 767 459 878 94.58 39.25 33 485 704 88.38
K5 H-1 Testis-1 19 601 316 19 442 458 4 893 890 242 94.37 39.25 35 445 368 91.15
K32 Testis-2 17 952 317 17 795 615 4 478 945 552 94.70 40.07 32 601 194 91.60

BRIRL-1 FNHRHE-2 7350 rp e B ek AR L TIPSR 2 MEM S E I RTHE-1 FIORTEL-2 205y A s ek A I S R S 2 B AT

TIA]l, Ovary-1 and ovary-2 are two ovarian biological replicates of the sexual mature queen of A. cerana cerana, and testis-1 and testis-2 are two testis

biological replicates of sexual mature drone of A. cerana cerana, respectively. The same below.
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Bl e SR SRR B SR SR 2 rp e DN Rk i AR O

Fig. 1 Correlation of gene expression levels in the transcripome of the testis and ovary of Apis cerana cerana

P2 AR B R SR O BE 5 S 4 T 22 S R IR R D SRR I
Fig. 2 Cluster map of differentially expressed genes in the transcripome of the testis and ovary of Apis cerana cerana
PR T IR LERE S A9 2R /K [ log o (FPKM +0.000001) ], The color represents the gene expression level [ log,, (FPKM +0.000001) ] in

the sample.

2.4 ERFRIEEER GO 1 KEGG EEHH 1458 DUIREZE N, TEAY = Brh, B E s
B GO Bl EF B 3 154 > DEGs #4927 (transmembrane transport ) . 3% & 4 ; 7E AU 2l o0
SO, i 1| DEAE a7 31 w1 = Rl NGRS i i 3 R 3 B JIEE ) 4 AR A B (integral component of membrane ) i 3
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AR TR T IIREE I, P AR S 1 DNA 455 5%
sk F- 36 P (transcription factor activity, sequence-
specific DNA binding ) 5%%32 i V£ (transporter activity )
BEEE(R ), #@idzERRBEFE KECG i

*x2

3T, RIS BRI RRIH S 2 132 AN fbam g, Horr,
ECM AR5 5 AR HI (KO04512 ) FIE A (KO04142)
{55 MR 0 B4 (¢ <0.05) , B35 W 4% 58 &
125 5 FRIB HE R H 43500k 20 137 4

PR EMINEERAP SR RERFFINFRERXNER

Table 2 Genes involved in sex determination, spermatogenesis and oogenesis in the transcriptome

of the testis and ovary of Apis cerana cerana

FPKM

FEA &/ T Nr FERE(EE
(j;enl_les -1 ik Hist1 Hijt2 FDR ;}j/]])::vij Nr f\fﬁt{;ion

Ovary-1 Ovary-2 Testis-1 Testis-2
tra2 223.05 210.31 49.78 47.54 2.04E-22 T Down  Transformer-2 protein homolog beta
dsx 0.82 3.79 13.51 13.48 3.37E -06 i Up Protein doublesex
VgR 900. 03 740. 85 0.62 2.24 2.84E-22 T Down Vitellogenin receptor
Squid 623.68 474.06 152.99 146. 14 2.61E-12 T Down RNA-binding protein Squid
Vasa 490. 84 394.68 31.31 38.68 3.33E-45 T Down  ATP-dependent RNA helicase vasa
Argonaute-3 36.73 35.82 1.81 1.67 2.40E -73 T Down Piwi-like protein Ago3
Aubergine 364.72 300.27 7 041 6.93 2.02E -156 T Down Protein PIWI
exuperantia (exu) 784.47 801.38 20.50 23.84 3.08E - 145 Tl Down Maternal protein exuperantia
Dpp 28.13 25.12 61.35 53.91 1.09E -13 i Up Protein decapentaplegic
Hedgehog (hh) 2.16 3.13 35.46 34.92 9.75E -34 14 Up Sonic hedgehog protein A
Wni6 0.88 1.12 7.95 2.99 1.30E -04 3 Up Protein Wnt-6-like

B3 AR s R SLA O S SR A vh 22 S R IA BRI B9 GO w4

Fig. 3 GO enrichment of differentially expressed genes in the transcriptome of the testis and ovary of Apis cerana cerana

XTERE§E EIRFRIA B EPETT GO (1 4. A)Fi
KEGG (& 5: A) 7307, KA 10 4 GO & H W& &
(¢ <0.05) , 73 52 A= Wy o o TR 2R 00 v 1 i S
iz A ) 2 (oxidation-reduction process) | 5
JE 7K fi# ( proteolysis ) A2 2 ( metabolic process ) |
ATP 7K fi {8 BE 5T F 32 % ( ATP hydrolysis coupled
proton transport ) ; 73+ P REZ 1 %128 1% 1 | 5
32 15 1 (transmembrane transporter activity ) | I8 4

P S R A A2 G (‘substrate-specific transmembrane
transporter activity ) | Ifil. ZI. & 2% & (heme binding) ; 4
IS B B ) B AR B, 17 > KEGG 3 i
WEEE (¢ <0.05) , ALIEGHEBHA (lysosome) | IR

R A8 i ( pyruvate metabolism ) . {4 % fig ¥ i
(tryptophan metabolism ) %,

XIEGD L IHFRIA IR NPT GO(1& 4. B) Al
KEGG (& 5: B) 7r#, KA 26 1 GO 5 H W&
(¢ <0.05) , AuFG LW B2 0] P ) DNA #5Edi
[ % 5% i #5 ( regulation of transcription, DNA-
templated ) | 4HI 53254 (cell division) \DNA & il {2 &H
( DNA replication initiation ) Al DNA % il ( DNA
replication ) 55 ; 43 T DI RE I HH (1Y) DNA 454 (DNA
binding) #ZH R 45 A ( nucleotide binding ) 14 45 4%
4 (microtubule binding) 25 ; 21 ifd 2 4328 1) v 1% 41 g
W 2 ZE A Z & & (intacellular
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Bl 4 rpAEZEWREE (A) MRS (B) ¥ sfdlrp L RZRIBEFA M GO BHFER

Fig.4 GO enrichment diagram of up-regulated genes in the transcriptome of the testis (A) and ovary (B) of Apis cerana cerana

ribonucleoprotein complex) | #% J5U A= it ( nucleoplasm )
%/ IMAE (nucleosome ) %5, 10 /> KEGG i i . % &
#£(q <0.05), f34% DNA % | ( DNA replication) .
mRNA W5 38 2% ( mRNA surveillance pathway ) F15#,
FHANBRIEE (base excision repair) 55,

3 itip

ASBIFSE R FH v 3 e 0 B AR P A 2 e e o B
SN IR S S 20 22 S 04T 1 00 A . R I ek
SR TE FE A tra2 N dsx FENG SLFNON 5L 22 0] A 3Rk 22
SF(FR2), FERIEEY Drosophila melanogaster 17,
tra2 AR MEPE P 501l 3 A BT A5 B9 AL 2 e
K F & T 75 1) (Amrein et al., 1988) . HABE
qorb a2 WFIEPRC BB B Ok JF S5 T

PR PERE , W o SEWR Ceratitis capitata ( Pane et
al., 2002; Salvemini et al., 2009), Z W Musca
domestica ( Hediger et al., 2004; Burghard et al.,
2005) , YMAAE SE W Bactrocera oleae ( Lagos et al.,
2007), Hi 2k W8 Lucilia cuprina ( Concha and Scott,
2009 ) Fll¥% 52 g J& Anastrepha ( Ruiz et al., 2007;
Sarno et al., 2010; Schetelig et al., 2012) , 7EVGJ7
W Apis mellifera T, Nissen %5 (2012) #EM Am-tra2
LD AT REHAA WU S RE , BE AR MEE AR — A 4
BV forn MEPEPEHE , XAEMEVE T 2 558 form HE
PEPHE . RATRI tra2 TEON R B RIB T (K 2) BH
T ER R IA (R 2) , KW ra2 FTREFEAE
WEsE P R IEE . 55— S 5 E R dsy
IR T RERE A T RE 2 TR T R P 001 B D, AR
JE T TR T A 2R ) 3, e BRI AR
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Bl5 s e B (A) FIBNEE (B) Fe s 2l b iR 1) KEGG .35 & 4R 4]

Fig.5 KEGG enrichment diagram of up-regulated genes in the transcriptome of the testis (A) and ovary (B) of Apis cerana cerana

T dsw FEDR MR S M R BT 2, PRI
P2 7= MERE S B ) DSX-F, T 70 M A 1 7= A
R 02 DSX-M, 1 24 FUR shE 2 &, 5 # A
FEHEYE % B (Hediger et al., 2010) , F&A1 & B dsx
TERF PRGN B B (R 2) , RITE R EAEN
BRI,

AT RIS O F IR BUAH B BE N VgR, Vasa,
Squid FEHIFEINE ALK BRI (F2), VeR MR R
MAFE A B REE, Ei—1 180 ~215 kD 1)
GUER VR T, VeR 25 019 B 4H 45 B O 2 Ji 2
H (Mizuta et al., 2013) , B EMMEAEE A BT
PR B HL 5 B %3k . Boldbaatar %5 (2008 ) 3 i Xif
B VgR ) RNA T IR A5 AL 2 T, X iR 20
N R EY IR, O HORZ R AR (L aliad (4, 3R B
I T O v S TS B BN B AR
Ro WATHILE R LI, VeR 7RO FL R 3k [ (£

2) , RUZERNZH T OFIER R, Vasa £H
S WA SR T M O A B AN A I IR AL
1% A ( Schiipbach and Wieschaus, 1986), It 4h,
vasa ¥f nanos RNA [EN 2T B9, WAL T nanos
RNA HYEHPE( Gavis et al., 1996) . Vasa RNA TN
ABE A0 M TP Y 3R 38 B AR TR 2 A4 MR N AR B IE 52
(Kobayashi et al., 2000; Xu et al., 2005 ; Marracci et
al., 2007 ; Nakkrasae and Damrongpho, 2007 ; Zhou et
al., 2010) , Wang %5 (2012 ) F F A = 584G
T Scylla paramamosain TE 5P K& 4} Vasa B9 321k
oA, 25 R R 7EB0 R A 8 | Sp-vasa RNA 7E
L e h MR b VIR R DX sl oy 33k,
Squid TE gurken F1 oskar mRNA [ 45 Fh i & S HEAE
M, /& gurken mRNA [n] 4275 % 2 (1) 55 2 PR 2L
W 7E gurken mRNA B 5 BRI R EAE H
(Bastock and St Johnston, 2008) ,
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I3 M R IR EHRE FIE AR DG JE L FE hedgehog
H W6 S TERS S 335 1 (32 2) . Hedgehog
5500 2 B A5 5 4 4 W 1 — ) 3al M 2 1
&, fEEMEMITEREN Y NEZ KBS, %8
BEIRIE I i Ay iz B k. Wnt J& —FP 4 i
RUBEEE 1, & B9 R [R) 8 B 7E 22 Fh sh ) vl 3k )
(Gao et al., 2014) . Luo % (2015) & Wnt6 14
FARRIY cap HAE AR Stk ik . FRATASE SRR,
Hedgehog 11 Wnt6 FEAG S YRk & TUPE Y
(F2) , KXW LA EES S TR T EL,

FHERR] GO s P Y 3 154 K5 LA DY B
ZFRINEEN AT GO 7338, 5K F KH LRI AH
I HE Wy 2 ok 8 A 45 BB (GO 0000003) | A= K
(G0:0040007 ) F1 & & # ## ( GO:0032502) , 6
58 ANAHICHEE D (18 3) . A 520 P 8L 1Y 22 S 3R Gk ik
R EE T 4 DIIREMEZN . Hoh 550 P Al
Ky 2 ERIKEN D BFFE T HRIEF
DNA 25455 53 116 1 28 311 ( GO 0003700 ) , £ 1A
XA R AT BB A S — itz i DR e 47 At AT 7Y
MM, DA, SR IR TR O G 25 R R GR
FE[H VgR, Squid F1 hedgehog i 3% & % T B0 34K
(GO :0016021) (& 4. A), FI X LA A ]
S5 TR T 5IFIRNE SRR, it iE
ZRRBIER S 50 FZ ARG SR AE S E
B FRATN 22 57 RIKFL AT T KEGG 4347, 45
7R ECM 52 4K 52 B AE JH (KO04512 ) il i i 44
(KO04142) B E & 4E (Kl 5. A), Bello % (2015) 45
Y ECM 38 3o B2 B[R] 422 119 7 X5 i R Jie R 4 A
A AR, BARYIEA T eiE,
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